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AMEMBASSY SANA 
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USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANY 
COMIDEASTFOR 
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AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY ROME 

CONFIDENTIAL DJIBOUTI 0075 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, PBOR, MILL ET, SO, DJ 

SUB J : OGADEN WAR ACTIVITY AND POSSIBLE EFFECTS ON DJIBOUTI 

REF: DJIBOUTI 0050 

1 . LOCAL FRENCH SOURCES INDICATE LITTLE ACTIVITY IN DIRE DAWA 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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HARRAR ZONE DURING PAST WEEK. MOST SIGNIFICANT FACTOR 
REGISTERED IS INCREASING USE OF ALREADY DOMINANT ETHIOPIAN 
AIR FORCE. REPORTEDLY, DAYTIME USE OF MIG'S AND F-5'S IS 
DESIGNED TO INTERDICT EVERYTHING CIVILIAN OR MILITARY THAT 
MOVES, WHETHER VEHICLES, CAMELS, PEOPLE ON FOOT OR WHATEVER, 

IN SUBSTANTIAL ZONE BEHIND SOMALI LINES THROUGH TO HARGEISA. 

FRENCH REPORT THAT AIRCRAFT NORMALLY EMPLOY MACHINE GUNS AND 
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CANNON, BUT THAT NAPALM IS BEING USED MORE FREQUENTLY. 

2. ONE MAJOR CONCERN BOTH FRENCH AND DJIBOUTI SOURCES IS 
THAT EXPECTED ETHIOPIAN COUNTEROFFENSIVE MIGHT FOLLOW RAIL- 
WAY LINE, THEREBY OPENING UP RAILROAD FROM DJIBOUTI FOR UR- 
GENTLY NEEDED LOGISTICAL SUPPORT. BECAUSE RAILWAY FOLLOWS 
ESSENTIALLY ROUTE THROUGH BARREN ROCK-STREWN PLAINS BETWEEN 
DIRE DAWA AND DJIBOUTI, RAILWAY RIGHT OF WAY PROVIDES EX- 
CELLENT PATH FOR TANK-SUPPORTED ADVANCE. 

3. THIS SCENARIO WOULD PROBABLY CAUSE UPHEAVAL IN DJIBOUTI 
AS BASICALLY SOMALI POPULATION OF DJIBOUTI TOWN WOULD NO 
DOUBT REFUSE FACILITATE PASSAGE ETHIOPIAN SUPPLIES. IN THE 
ENSUING CHAOS THE AFARS COULD THEN CALL UPON ETHIOPIANS FOR 
ASSISTANCE. FRENCH. HAVING NO GOVERNMENT TO DEFEND, WOULD 
PROBABLY HAVE TO LEAVE, OR WOULD HAVE ALREADY GONE. DJIBOUTI 
WOULD THEN BECOME ETHIOPIAN CLIENT STATE, OR SIMPLY BE AB- 
SORBED INTO AFAR AUTONOMOUS ZONE. 

4. DISCUSSIONS WITH LOCAL AFAR LEADERS (SEPTEL) INDICATE 
DISTINCT POSSIBILITY THAT AFFARS WOULD CALL ON ASSISTANCE 
FROM ETHIOPIA RATHER THAN ACCEPT ANY FORM OF ADDITIONAL 
SOMALI SUZERAINTY. THE ONLY SOLUTION WHICH PROVIDES FOR THE 
CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF DJIBOUTI IS TO KEEP THE OGADEN WAR 
AS FAR FROM ITS FRONTIERS AS POSSIBLE. 

CLARKE 
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